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the mink (Mustela vison). The amount of total sulfated polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in the body of the mink (Mustela vison) ranges from 0.1% to 0.5% of the total PCB content. The sulfate metabolites of six noncoplanar PCBs and two halogenated derivatives

(1-chloro-3,3,3-trifluoropropane and 2-chloro-2-bromopropane) were measured in the spinal column, liver, kidney, and brain (cerebellum, cortex, and hippocampus) of the mink. The highest median concentrations were found in the spinal cord (7.1, 4.2, 1.3, and 2.3 pg/g,
respectively), followed by liver (1.1, 0.5, 0.7, and 1.3 pg/g, respectively), kidney (0.2, 0.4, 0.1, and 0.8 pg/g, respectively), and brain (0.1, 0.1, 0.2, and 0.2 pg/g, respectively). The median concentrations of the sulfated metabolites were less than those of the parent

compounds by a factor ranging from 10 to more than 1000. The rank order of the sulfated metabolites was the same as that of the parent compounds in all tissues. The fact that the sulfate metabolites are present in all the tissues indicates that the metabolic pathway to the
sulfate metabolites of the parent compounds is occurring in all tissues. The median concentration of 1-chloro-3,3,3-trifluoropropane sulfate in the spinal cord is comparable to that of 2,4,4'-trichlorobiphenyl sulfate in brain. It has been suggested that the formation of the

sulfated metabolites may be involved in the detoxification of the parent compounds. The present data indicate that the spinal cord is a key tissue in detoxification of polychlorinated biphenyls and haloth
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