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so aryeh created a minesweeper program that can actually be used in real-world settings, and it was called
the open source minesweeper. i created my own version of that called the first-person minesweeper, and it

can detect these kinds of bugs, the ones that ive been talking about. i realized that it would be good for
people to see something more tangible than a conversation in an irc channel, to which i was talking about a

while ago. and so, as a way to get them to try minesweeper, i thought it might be good to make it more
accessible by creating a little game. the idea was that while you could play against an opponent, they would
be an anonymous opponent that could be anyone on the internet, and that it would be a little bit like a game
of poker; you'd be given a random number, and you'd be trying to guess the opponent's number, and at the
same time not letting the opponent guess yours. i made a prototype game on my own website, and it was
very simple. the minesweeper board was a 1d array, and you could slide the screen to see a preview of the
current board state. at any point, you could click on one of the cells, and you'd be directed to the game that

was played at that point. it was a quite simple interface, but it was fun to play, and it was a way to get people
to try the game. the point of minesweeper is to guess where the mines are. if you click on an empty space on
the board, the game will tell you that the space is safe, and then move the mouse to a different space and try
again. the faster you are, the more points you get. in some cases, especially with the beginners level, there

are scenarios where youll be able to guess where all the mines are in the first click.
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so instead of people competing with each other, they compete with the computer. the problem that i always
had with this community was that it was a lot of people trying to solve this incredibly easy board, and its like
im trying to play five-card draw poker and i have aces and jokers and kings and queens, and all of a sudden i

draw two aces, and i think i can get this board going. but i have no idea how to play five-card draw poker.
thats kind of how i felt about minesweeper. but instead of trying to find ways to beat the game, i just wanted

to spend my time trying to beat the computer. then i started thinking about it. why dont i just take a basic
minesweeper game and put a first-person view on it? like, i have a 10 by 10 grid, and theres a left-side and

right-side. i put in a computer-controlled minesweeper ai. i start making decisions, and i start counting down
from ten. and i start getting really good at it, and i actually get really good at beating the computer. then i

started thinking about it. why dont i make my own version of the game? so i made my own version of
minesweeper, and i played it online, and i started getting really good at it. and then i started to get really good

at beating the computer. and so instead of learning how to beat the game, i learned how to beat the
computer. then i started thinking about how you can actually automate a lot of this. because i started thinking

about how you can actually automate the decisions that youre making in minesweeper. and then i thought,
well, if i can automate the decisions that i make, and if i can be really good at this, maybe i could build a

computerthat can do this, and then everyone else would have the opportunity to play against that, and maybe
it would get a lot more exciting. and then i started building it. 5ec8ef588b
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