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The number of politically motivated murders in Russia has risen each year since the fall of Soviet Union in 1991. Russia remains one of the world s worst offenders of freedom of expression, and the authorities have responded to growing public protests, increasing freedom of association, and the Internet by dramatically tightening controls on
dissent. In particular, the conviction of local officials for charges related to the murder of Nemtsov was a turning point. The Inter-Parliamentary Union confirmed that it was the first time a sitting government has been charged with colluding with another countrys state-sponsored assassination. A year later, accusations of the murder were

made by an exiled former member of the GRU. The number of politically motivated murders in Russia has risen each year since the fall of Soviet Union in 1991. Russia remains one of the world s worst offenders of freedom of expression, and the authorities have responded to growing public protests, increasing freedom of association, and the
Internet by dramatically tightening controls on dissent. Afghanistan became the seventh country in 2018 to be taken out of the group of countries formerly known as The Free World for a second year running, following a sustained campaign by NGOs, groups, and individuals. Countries like Iraq and Ukraine have regressed into greater political

and societal repression. According to the Polity Index, the Freedom in the World 2014 Country Reports has been published on the website of the Freedom House. The Freedom in the World report is the world s most authoritative annual survey of political rights and civil liberties.
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